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Blue Ridge Region Porsche Club of America

The President’s Desk
The president’s column summarizes who we 
are, what we do, and where we are headed. 
From the interface with Porsche Club of 
America national to the people we meet, the 
president represents each of us to the world. 
Everything starts with good leadership.

Other Member Activities

Blue Ridge Region usually prints the 
January issue of Blau Rain highlighting the 
activities of the past year. This year with 
so few 2020 events, this issue is electronic 
only. Included are the few events we held, 
and individual activities members attended.

Blue Ridge Region shares a lot with its com-
munity. One way is the support of various 
charities in the region. There is the annual 
donation to four charities in the region plus 
other support during the year as determined 
by the board of directors.

Cars ‘n Coffee is a very casual social event. 
Usually held ten months of the year, Blue 
Ridge Region members, friends, and invited 
guests get together for friends and food. Get-
ting there in a Porsche is part of the fun too. 
There is nothing like a Porsche drive with 
friends, and having good food too.

With so few events able to be held pictures 
and descriptions of some of the most fun 
past events are in this issue. Most have been 
published before, but there are very fond 
memories left from attending them. Take a 
trip down memory lane.

Due to Covid-19 causing Blue Ridge Region 
events to be canceled or not scheduled, 
members turned to other activities using 
their Porsche. Inside are pictures and 
descriptions of a few fun things members did 
while waiting for PCA events to resume.

Website: www.brr-pca.org                                              	                    Facebook: www.facebook.com/BlueRidgePCA

Is it safe to come out and play now?
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Happy New Year to members across our region! 
With the start of the year, it is a great time to 
look forward with hope, excitement, and positive 
thoughts of good things to come for our families, 
ourselves and the organizations to which we 
belong. For our region, it’s an opportunity to think 
of how we can restart activities, increase member 
engagement, and increase the value of being a 
member of the Blue Ridge Region PCA.

The start of the New Year is also the time our 
region Officers may change. This year I am 
honored to assume the role of your President and 
Bill Hume has been elected as our Vice President. 
Dan DeHart and Troy Smith have continued in the 
roles of Secretary and Treasurer respectively. The 
four of us make up the region Officers. Our Past 
President, Marc Wilson, provides continuity by 
joining the Officers as the members of the Executive 
Board. To round out the full region management, 
we have Chairs responsible for various activity 
areas. The Chairs plus the Executive Board form 
our Board of Directors with the goal of shaping 
region direction to meet the diverse interests of 
our members, to the extent possible. All Board 
of Directors are listed on our website (brr.pca.
org) along with their contact information. We 
encourage all members to reach out to any of us 
with your ideas and questions.

As your new President, I’d like to share a bit about 
me. I’ve been a PCA member since 2011 first in the 
Northern NJ Region and for the past three years 
as a Blue Ridge Region member. During this short 
time with the region I have served as Secretary for 
a year and Vice President for the past two years. 
My wife, Ellen, and I have made many new friends 
through the club and we have enjoyed the variety 
of region events. We discovered the social events 
are a great way to meet others, explore the region, 
and enjoy food. In addition to the social aspects, 
I have been active in HPDE track days, tried 
Autocross (more please!), and learned a lot in Tech 
Sessions. I also enjoy supporting our communities 
through fund raising events and helping young 
drivers become safer through Teen Street Survival. 
Like many in the region, my interests are varied 
and extend beyond Porsches and cars. And I am 
looking forward to getting to know more of you 
throughout our region.

Before looking forward let’s look back at 2020, 
which was a year where many events the Blue 
Ridge Region members enjoy were disrupted. 
However, your region and peer members found 
ways to make the most of the circumstances.

•	 Marc Wilson, our President for the past two 
years was instrumental in convincing PCA to modify 
its policies for Teen Street Survival. Thanks to his 
efforts, teen drivers with learner’s permits who are 
at least 16 and meet minimum requirements can 
now participate in Street Survival run under the 
PCA and Blue Ridge Region sponsorship.

•	 Two Cars n’ Coffee events took place with 
44 members attending one and 29 participating in 
the other. Thanks to Gene Reed for the success of 
these events.

•	 A group of members did a Birthday Drive-
By for a member’s 9 year old son, whose car 
themed party was canceled given the pandemic. In 
total, 13 cars passed the house and dropped off a 
number of car related gifts.

•	 22 members participated in a Tour & Picnic 
at Peaks of Otter conducted under social distancing 
guidelines. Accolades to Gary Templeton and Gene 
Reed for the planning and creativity in pulling off 
this fun and safe event!

•	 Reggie Pugh championed our first Charity 
Yard Sale resulting in $2,000 raised for the 
region’s charities. Helping drive the success were 
Patty Pugh, Gene and Christa Reed, Dan DeHart, 
Dave and Laura Hogan, and Ellen Kuder.

•	 Troy Smith and his son, and several 
friends took the concept of a tour to a new level 
and traveled over 1500 miles in 3 ½ days in 
their collection of 912’s. Keep an eye out for his 
entertaining article about the adventure.

A glance in the review mirror confirms the most 
was made of a challenging year. And as we refocus 
on the view through our windshield into 2021, the 
fog and haze appears to be lifting with vaccines 
becoming available. Yes, the beginning of the 
year may have a slow start, but the restarting of 
events and socialization is just around a couple 
of challenging bends and sweeping curves. As the 
year becomes settled and the green flag comes 
back out we can look forward to restarting social 
and driving events. Stay tuned for and be sure to 
participate in event planning sessions, after all, 
we can do those now through social media and 
web meetings. And, of course, enjoy the events, 
friendships, and cars as our region emerges from 
our shelters.

Looking forward to an engaging and active 2021!
Reid Kuder, President

From The President’s Desk



to canceled events,  social distancing, and masks.

The good news is in 2021 we welcomed a new 
President and Vice President. Hopefully the Covid 
vaccine now being distributed will allow many 
activities later in 2021. Until then, our Facebook 
page is often updated with event information, 
photographs of Blue Ridge Region and other 
events, Porsche and other auto news, reminders, 
and changes. Go to our website at www.brr-pca.
org and click the “Facebook” link in the “Important 
Links” at the bottom of the home page. It is that 
easy to stay current on BRR events.

Dave Hogan,
Newsletter Editor & Social Media Coordinator

Below Left: In 2006  Blue Ridge Region got its own Porsche dealer. Located in Roanoke, VA the 
dealership opened with high hopes and expectations. Blue Ridge Region held its monthly membership 
meetings there. We witnessed the launch of the Cayenne and Panamera there. But in a few years it 
closed leaving many members with a longer drive for dealer service.

Our club is a charitable organization. Each 
year we raise funds for charity with proceeds 
going to charities we select from our region. 
During 2020 we donated $1500 to each of four 
charities across our region; Bedford Domestic 
Violence Coalition, West End Center for Youth, 
NRV Cares, and, CASA of Lynchburg. One 
charity is chosen from a different area in Blue 
Ridge Region. Additionally we donate to other 

charities during the year as voted by the board.
The generosity of our members allows us to give 
back some of our good fortune. Some members 
may have used one of our charities, some may use 
one in the future. Our donations allow the charities 
to help others during their tough time of need. We 
are happy to help our friends in need. Donations 
are welcome throughout the year. Thank you for 
your support.

Last year Blue Ridge Region was 40 years old, and 
with Covid-19 there was little chance to celebrate. 
March 14th was our last Cars ‘n Coffee. There 
were no more events until a picnic in August. And 
even then it rained a little, but we prepared for it 
and went anyway. In October a charity yard sale 
raised over $2000 for our charities.

Sadly, one of our favourite restaurants 
permanently closed and was demolished, and 
other restaurants permanently closed. We all 
missed socializing with our friends, and going to 
interesting places.

2020 was not a fun year in Blue Ridge region. 
Socials, Cars ‘n Coffee, and other events gave way
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Are you invested 
properly? Get a second 
opinion.

Jim Laub, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

409 Apperson Drive 
Salem, VA 24153 
540-375-7900

Photo: Kipp Teague
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It was the first Blue Ridge Region event since 
March, so the weather had to be wet, but the tem-
perature was mild. Still several members did not 
mind getting their Porsche wet, so off we went. 

There were plenty of picnic tables for social 
distancing, nobody wants to picnic in the 
rain. But picnic we did despite of a short rain 
shower. Soon the rain stopped and things 
began to dry. It did not matter the weather was 
not ideal, just we got to be out with friends 
and escape from our homes for a short time.

It was a good plan in January 2020 when Blue Ridge Region began to formulate the 2020 events 
places and schedule. Then, in March, it all fell apart. Hopefully we will resume some events in 2021 
but there is no clear time frame when things will return to some resemblance to the old normal. It is 
not clear when 2021 events will be scheduled, but we will try.

Above: Reid and Dan record the ideas and time frame gathered from members present.

Below Left: Everyone agreed we had a good plan, and left with high hopes for 2020.

Below Right: Your editor could not resist a departing mirror selfie.

2020 Planning Meeting Picnic at Peaks of Otter
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Charity Yard Sale

Fall brought cooler weather and a charity yard sale in Lynchburg, VA. Blue Ridge Region held 
fund raising yard sale October 17, 2020 in Lynchburg, VA.  Members and our friends donated 
many items, large and small. Volunteers gave their hard work and time, and we raised over 
$2,000 for local charities. Clothing and home interior items were a big hit. The many model cars 
were bought by adults and children alike. Charities receiving proceeds are: Bedford Domestic 
Violence, CASA, New River Cares, and Roanoke’s West End Center for Youth.

Right Above: Blue Ridge Region members helping with the sale, and shopping for themselves.

Right Below: Laura take a moment to rest before the next wave of shoppers.
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Street Survival was postponed then cancelled. It was a huge disappointment for our region.

Past Events we were not able to repeat in 2020
Above: Porches waiting for parade laps at Virginia International Raceway.
Below Left: Winners of the first Annual Gary Bell Rally.
Below Right: Blue Ridge Region members attended the Williamson Road cruise in 2003.
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There was no Porscheplatz at VIR in 2020. This widely attended event was missed by not only Blue 
Ridge Region, but several other regions, and many Porsche owners.

The space shuttle blasts off in 2008, days before the 24 Hours of Daytona.    Photo: Jerry Hampton

(L) 2006 at the New London Fly-In at the New London Airport in New London, VA.
(R) 2007 at Martin’s German Service in Roanoke, VA for a Tech Session.

Below: 2008 at Blackwater Cafe in Moneta, VA.

Photos from past events from 2006-2018 (pages 15-21) show the many different events Blue Ridge 
region has held over the years. After March 14, 2020 all events were canceled until a picnic August 
13, 2020. There was no 40th anniversary celebration or year ending New Member/Holiday Party.

Following government regulations and PCA guidelines made holding events nearly impossible. But 
now there are ways to hold some events safely. So 2021 may hold more events, but only time will tall. 
While we wait, be safe and obey rules and regulations. 

14 15

Blau Rain Blau Rain



In 2009 the Porsche Panamera was introduced. This photo was taken at Porsche Roanoke.
Photo: Jerry Hampton

Blue Ridge Region 30th anniversary celebration in 2010.			          Photo: Jerry Hampton
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(L) 2011: DE 
at Virginia 
International 
Raceway.

(R) 2013: 
Oktoberfest at 
Wintergreen Resort 
in Nellysford, VA.

(L) 2012: Blue Ridge 
Region members’ 
cars at the Biltmore 
Estate in Asheville, 
NC.

(R) 2014: The 
Swinging Bridge 
Restaurant in Paint 
Bank, VA has had 
several visits by 
Blue Ridge Region.
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(L) 2015: Cass 
Scenic Railroad in 
Cass, WV. A ride up 
the mountain with 
a stop for lunch at a 
scenic area.

(R) 2016: Virginia 
Museum of 
Transportation 
in Roanoke, VA. 
Porsches and steam 
engines make an 
impressive photo.

(L) 2016: The 
Breakfast and 
Lunch buffets at 
Peaks of Otter 
Lodge on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway 
near Bedford, VA 
were missed as well 
as the excellent 
scenery seen in the 
photo with members 
standing in front of 
Abbott Lake. 

(R) 2017: Cars 
‘n coffee with a 
miniature golf 
tournament in 
Moneta, VA.
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Events that were not PCA, what members did 
while no PCA events were scheduled

Interactive Design Group
Architects
301 6th, SW
Roanoke, VA 24016
540 342-7524
www.idgarchitecture.com/

Treffen Spring 2021

The spring 2021 Treffen 
will be in JW Marriott 
Scottsdale Camelback Inn 
Resort & Spa Scottsdale, AZ
Text from PCA.org
treffen.pca.org

1988: 12 Hours of Sebring. The sticker on the rocker panel has GE Mobile Communications, 
Lynchburg, VA. The radios in the car were GE made in Lynchburg. There are many cruise-in and cars & coffee events, this one at a shopping mall in Lynchburg, VA.

Below: A member’s son had to cancel his birthday party so some members drive-by in Forest, VA.
Photo: Laura Hogan
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Delivering Insurance Value since 1983

BEST OF 2017

BEST OF 2018

BEST OF 2018

BEST OF 2019

3224 Peters Creek Road,  Roanoke VA 24019     
broganinsurance.com 540-366-8264      

Left: Laura has picnic 
food ready to put on 
the table at Thunder 
Ridge on the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. The 
proximity of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway 
gives members many 
opportunities for a 
relaxing drive while 
no PCA events are 
scheduled.

Right: Several 
Blue Ridge Region 
members, and other 
Porsche owners, 
visited Virginia 
International Raceway 
for a Haggerty 
sponsored car show 
and an opportunity 
to watch Heacock 
Classic Gold Cup 
races. 
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(2013) A Core Autosport Porsche 911 on the racetrack during a race.
28
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SMILES PER MILE – A PANDEMIC ESCAPE
With 2020 being the year of a bad pandemic and 
worse politics, I wanted to share a fun 4-wheel 
adventure my son and I recently took with a 
few friends. The 912 East Coast Rendezvous 
was scheduled for this past April at The Ridge 
Resort on Lake Chatuge in Hiawassie, Georgia. 
For apparent reasons it was re-scheduled for 
September hoping all this mess would be behind 
us. It was then postponed until April 2021.
Kevin, a 912 buddy in Richmond, sent me a 
text and asked if I would be interested in a little 
escape from the madness for a mini rendezvous 
with a few other guys October 24-27. Of course, 
I was!

Kevin took on sending out invites to a few of us, 
arranging accommodations at Skytop Lodge in the 
Pocono’s of PA and mapped out daily drives since 
he was familiar with the lodge and surrounding 
area. Everyone invited agreed to get a Covid test 
the week before to ease any uncertainty with 
folks. Kevin and Charlie (another 912 buddy), 
and Charlie’s son Marshall left Richmond on 
Saturday, October 23rd. Kevin in his blue 1968 
912 and Charlie and Marshall in their orange 
1969 912.

Tyler and I planned to embark on the 7-hour 
drive from Roanoke that morning as well, but got 
a later than expected start due to reasons beyond 
our control. We got going around lunch time. We 
ended up catching up with the Richmond crew 
about an hour outside the Poconos. Kevin had 
a carb issue a few hours outside of Richmond 
and the 3 of them were down to one car. That’s 
3 adults and baggage in one 1969 912 for over 
4 hours.

We arrived at Skytop Lodge just a bit after 
nightfall. We met up with Harry, President of the 
912 Registry, from Ohio for dinner and drinks. 
Kevin explained the itinerary for the next 2 
days which consisted of breakfast each morning 
at 8:00 followed by a long AM drive. Lunch at 
Skytop followed by another long PM drive back 
to the lodge and dinner at 7:00.

The next morning following breakfast, we were 
joined by Kevin’s father Frank and 2 of his 
brothers, Tim and Mark. Frank was in his lime 
green 1973 911 RS. Tim was in his blue 1987 
911 Carrara Targa and Mark brought his father’s 
silver 1971 911T Targa for Kevin to drive. Not a 
shabby crew!

I let Tyler drive the PM drive despite him rocking 
the online school Covid hair flow.

That evening at dinner we were joined by 2 
of Kevin’s friends. Cal and Garrick. Garrick 
brought his white 1968 912. All original car. He 
is the second owner. It was complete with all 
the California required smog pump and had a 
complete fuel powered heater in the frunk. There 
was a wedding Saturday night but by Sunday 
afternoon we were essentially to only guests at 
the lodge.

Following dinner, we would gather in the 
Library for after dinner drinks and camaraderie.

We woke up Monday morning to overcast skies 
and heavy fog.

That didn’t dampen our spirits! We forged ahead 
as scheduled. Cut the length of the routes slightly 
but had a great time nonetheless. Tyler chose to 
ride with Tim on the AM drive to experience a 
911.
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81 for wrecks. Sure enough, there were 2. Both 
north of Harrisonburg. We decided to let Google 
Maps decide our fate and took back roads 
toward Cumberland and then discovered a few 
of the best roads we’ve ever driven from Romney, 
WV to Harrisonburg, VA. It was beautiful farm 
county, perfect pavement, wide open roads and 
perfect cool temperatures. Grassy Lick Road 
(Rt. 10) Ford Hill Road (Rt. 7 and Rt. 53), Sperry 
Run Road (Rt. 29), Lost River Road (Rt. 112). For 
the next 2 hours we drove through some of the 
prettiest countryside anywhere!

We got onto 81 at Harrisonburg and settled in 
to our groove making it home to the Star City at 
sunset.

Overall, we drove 1,523 miles in 3.5 days. For 
me personally it was a much-needed escape. 
I enjoyed having Tyler along for the ride and 
sharing some time behind the wheel. Meeting 
new people with similar passions is always 
bonus! It was a great group and I cannot wait 
to do it again! It was good to be with folks who 
enjoy driving their cars. If you’ve never been to 
Skytop Lodge I would encourage you to consider 
looking into it. Top shelf facility and the staff was 
outstanding.

Tyler now says I need another Porsche so he can 
take his own car next time…….to be continued.

Troy J. Smith
BRR–PCA - Treasurer

Tuesday morning Tyler I needed to get an earlier 
start to the day. We woke up early had headed 
toward Penn State University. On the way home 
we stopped at Joel Etchen Guns and got some 
O/U shotgun education. It added a few hours to 
our drive home but it was well worth it. When we 
left the gun store in Ligonier, PA we checked 

(1988) Sebring International Raceway, two Porsches on the racetrack during a race.
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2020 was a disappointing year in Blue Ridge 
Region. Covid restrictions and canceled 
events made holding events impossible. 

Our club exists because of its people. 
Dedicated volunteers make it possible. Our 
sponsors, advertisers, and supporters contribute 
both money and time to make us successful. 
Please remember to support those who support us.

Thank you to each person, organization, and 

contributors to our success in 2020. Without you 
we are not a club.

Lastly, Porsche Club of America with its  
organization and support make Parade, 
Treffen, DEs, and many other events possible.

Whether your participation in PCA goes 
from Panorama reader to attending 
all our events, a large team and many 
hours go into planning and execution.

Finish Line
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